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UNC civil rights center cannot 
practice law, bar panel warns 


BY JANE STANCILL 
jstancill@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

The Center for Civil Rights at 
UNC’s law school - the subject 
of contentious debate for 
months - has been warned by a 
committee of the State Bar that 
it is not authorized to provide 
legal services under North Car- 
olina law. 


The letter of caution, issued 
Thursday, came after an anony- 
mous complaint to the State 
Bar’s Authorized Practice Com- 
mittee, which met Oct. 25 to 
consider the matter. 

At issue is whether the center 
is classified as an entity that can 
practice law under North Car- 
olina’s statutes. 

“The University is not a cor- 
poration authorized to practice 
law under those statutes,” wrote 


Alan Hicks, chair of the bar 
committee. “The Center, as a 
constituent component of the 
University and not a separate 
entity, is likewise not a corpora- 
tion authorized to provide legal 
services. Therefore; the Com- 
mittee voted to issue this Letter 
of Caution.” 

Hicks said the committee’s 
letter does not represent a legal 
determination, and only a court 
can determine that the center 


has violated any law or impose a 
sanction for any such violation. 

The law school’s dean, Martin 
Brinkley, said in a statement 
that “we are surprised by and do 
not understand the State Bar 
committee’s decision in this 
matter.” 

“None of the basic principles 
that underlie the authorized 
practice rules are present here,” 
Brinkley added. “The Center’s 
clients have always been repre- 


sented by North Carolina licens- 
ed lawyers, and those lawyers 
have provided supervision for 
students working in the Center. 
Center lawyers have made inde- 
pendent professional decisions 
without influence from other 
sources. The quality of the work 
for their clients has never been 
questioned. The State Bar itself 
has been well aware of the Cen- 
ter’s work for many years and 
has never raised a question. 
While the Center is already 
winding down its litigation work 
at the direction of the Board of 
Governors, we continue to stand 
by our past work.” 

In September, the UNC Board 
of Governors approved a new 
policy that prevents the center 
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A boy, he 
delivered 


telegrams 
of death 


BY JOSH SHAFFER 
jshaffer@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

Near the end of World War II, 
a high school kid fresh off a 
tobacco farm took a much-need- 
ed job in Greensboro: a bicycle 
messenger for Western Union, 
where he pedaled across the city 
with a crisp green uniform and a 
satchel full of telegrams. 

At age 16, Dewey Alley was a 
self-described dumb country 
boy, new to the city, where his 
family had recently traded te- 
nant farming for life in a textile 
mill village. His union job put 
food on the table. 

But in 1945, he soon discov- 
ered, a bike messenger working 
the night shift carried one kind 
of news. Son killed in Germany. 
Husband died in Japan. All of 
the messages Alley carried that 
year began with “We regret to 
inform you...” 

He never had to explain him- 
self at the doorstep. Often, 
mothers started screaming 
when they saw him coming up 
the driveway in his telltale leg- 
gings and brimmed cap. The 
first telegram Alley delivered, 
“when she opened the door and 
saw me, she went into almost 
hysterics.” 

At 88, these memories of war 
still haunt Alley, long retired in 
Raleigh from a successful career 
in building supplies. His boots 
never touched foreign soil in 
wartime, but he celebrates Vet- 
erans Day with scars that run 
nearly as deep. As a child too 
young to serve, he saw every 
casualty that struck home. 
Heartbreak rippled out from the 
envelopes in his pouch, often 
four times a night. 

“I had nightmares about that 
for years,” he said. “Years.” 

Western Union men carried 
all the military’s death noti- 
fications in the 1940s. Nick- 
named “the boy on his bicycle,” 
a courier in wartime played the 
role of Grim Reaper. The scene 
plays out famously in the war- 
time baseball movie “A League 
of Their Own,” in which a mess- 
enger boy arrives in the locker 
room and fumbles for his enve- 
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BY T. KEUNG HUI 
khui@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

High-stakes standardized 
tests used to be a source of 
dread at Hope Charter Lead- 
ership Academy, but the high- 
poverty charter school near 
downtown Raleigh decided to 
take a different approach: 
Embrace the exams. 

Mock tests, after-school 
tutorials, school competitions, 
parties, motivational videos 
and data-tracking to gauge 
performance have become the 
norm for Hope, which draws 
most of its 122 elementary 
school students from South- 
east Raleigh. 

The result, one year later, is 
that Hope saw major test gains 
that raised its state school 
performance letter grade from 
F to C. 

Hope is now outperforming 
some similar nearby Raleigh 


m Hope Charter Leadership Academy raised its state school 
performance letter grade from F to C after changing its culture 
to embrace taking state exams. 


elementary schools and other 
high-poverty schools around 
North Carolina. 

“I was just so proud to hear 
how well we did because it was 
almost expected that we 
weren’t going to do as well 
because that’s what everyone 
else has done,” Clarissa Flem- 
ing, Hope’s principal, said in 
an interview. 

Charter school advocates 
say Hope should be a role 
model for how other schools 
can try to improve perform- 
ance. Representatives from 
Success Institute Charter 
School in Statesville plan to 
visit Hope next week, Fleming 
said. 

“This is awesome growth, 
and I think other people 
should be taking notes,” Alex 
Quigley, chairman of the state 
Charter Schools Advisory 
Board, said at the October 
meeting after hearing the 


SEE CHARTER, 5A 


Struggling Raleigh charter digs in, 
makes big gains on test scores 


PHOTOS BY ROBERT WILLETT rwillett@newsobserver.com 


Aliyah Sanders, right, focuses on her studies Thursday during science class at Hope Charter Leadership Academy in Raleigh. 


Cory Melvin, a fourth-grader at Hope Charter Leadership 
Academy, raises his hand to answer a question in science class. 
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